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Another disciple of Maurras, who has yet found it possible to
carry on the "defence of the West" in the mutilated and gagged
France of Vichy, has very clearly defined the dilemma of young
Frenchmen of nationalist origins and opinions. On one side, there
was the sensitive, intuitive, emotional doctrine of Barres, or rather,
for the word doctrine isn't apt here, the emotional attitude of
Barres in face of the problem of faith and life. As an inspirer of
French sentiment, as a professor competent to teach his students
how to cut themselves free of the facile materialism or the facile
cynicism of some of the official teachers of French youth, Barres
was without a peer. No crude belief in progress, no self-styled wise
acceptance of baseness in public affairs could easily get possession
of a disciple of the training given by Barres, a training of the
emotions rather than of the mind But was this training enough?
Not for the system-makers; not for Massis.
Massis sets out, fairly enough, the case for Barres. "Cette
recherche de 1'ideal, cette revindication du spintuel, voila la part
qu'il s'etait reservee, 'Chacun a son role notait-il alors.' 1A Maurras
la forme didacticque de la lepon, les conseils a autrui^ des polemiques^ du
systeme. Qu'on mepermette ce queje me surpiends dfaire sans en avoir
le projet: la meditation? " But this " meditation" which Barres
practised had, as he knew very well, the power to give young men
a sense of direction, the power to excite them to live, by com-
municating to them a kind of spiritual awakening of which his art
had the secret.
In this field, where he felt himself to be a master, Barres felt
some disturbance at the possible results of Maurras's influence. It
was not that he distrusted his clear intelligence, but he feared that
Maurras's influence would incline the young men towards a kind
of fanatical exclusiveness, by forcing them to submit to a training
which, he believed, left too many things outside its system. And
his objection which Barrfcs would perhaps have hesitated to
formulate in the case of general ideas, he did not hesitate to express
under cover of discussing art and literature. " Vous les faites trop
nier par vos disciples, ces romantiques" he wrote to Maurras in
1912. " Vous, vous les connaissex, et je ne suis pas inquiet que nous
autres, vous, moi et les gens de notre age les meconnaissions r&ellemenL
Mais vous formez de durs petits esprits qui mepriseront trop
profondement les Gautier, les Baudelaire,"